
one another, we would be noth-

ing more than a loud cymbal, or 

a clanging gong (according to 

Paul in I Corinthians 13)—or a 

maybe a beautiful community 

center.  What makes this church 

mighty is the fact that we love 

and serve Jesus Christ.  Because 

we love and serve Jesus Christ, 

we love and serve one another.  

We pray for the enemy, we feed 

the hungry, we clothe the naked, 

we offer hope to the broken-

hearted, we visit the sick, we 

offer peace to the wounded, we 

bear one another’s burdens, we 

forgive the sinful, we offer 

grace to a hurting world, and we 

take the light of God to the dark 

places that surround us.  While 

our new facilities are wonderful, 

let’s not think all of our Chris-

tian service must take place 

within these walls.  Let’s have a 

desire to take our congrega-

tion’s spirit of love out into the 

community where the men and 

women are that need to hear the 

good news of Jesus Christ.  

Let’s be the hands and feet of 

God in the neighborhoods and 

communities around us that are 

hurting.  For Christ, that’s the 

most beautiful thing in the 

world and way more beautiful 

than just a building. 

                            

    ~Pastor Matt 

A couple Sundays ago, we cele-

brated the memorial gifts sixteen 

families helped provide that have 

helped update the church’s appear-

ance.  If you weren’t here that Sun-

day, we had representatives from 

the families attend worship so we 

could say thank you for their sacri-

fices and gifts.  The men and 

women who passed and whose 

memorials were used to update our 

facilities, have passed to us a leg-

acy of faith, of service, of sacrifice, 

and of generosity.  They served 

God with their lives while they 

were among us, and God used a 

portion of their heritage to trans-

form some of our spaces.  As you 

may be aware, our church has un-

dergone many changes over the 

past year.  We have newly painted 

walls, classrooms, offices, meeting 

spaces; new countertops in the 

bathrooms; new playground with 

mulch; newly waxed floors; a new 

nursery; new heating/cooling unit; 

and we are in the process of repair-

ing a stained glass window in our 

sanctuary.  All of the updates and 

renovations are wonderful, and 

what we really see when we see 

them is the sense of hope that per-

vades our church walls whenever 

we gather within them. 

These renovations and facelifts to 

the church are really the manifesta-

tions of the attitudes of hope, opti-

mism, encouragement, and love 

that we all have.  I understand that 

we have struggled as a church over 

the past few years.  We didn’t al-

ways agree on what we should do, 

how we should do it, or even why 

we do what we do.  We won’t al-

ways be unanimous on these things 

in the future, but the key to 

being the church that God calls 

us to be is that we come to-

gether, work together, and be 

together as we  serve God to-

gether.  In the mean time, many 

of us have commented on the 

warm atmosphere, the welcom-

ing and loving spirit that is 

found within these walls.  Per-

haps one of the greatest lessons 

that we know and can pass on to 

others is that Bethlehem Chris-

tian Church isn’t a church be-

cause of the walls, the sign, or 

the lot size—it’s a church be-

cause of the people.  The origi-

nal meaning of the word trans-

lated as church in the Bible 

never meant a functional build-

ing that housed meetings; in-

stead the word meant the gather-

ing of the assembled men and 

women.  So every time we read 

church in the scriptures, we 

don’t mean the church build-

ing—we mean the people that 

make up the church. 

We could invest all our money 

in making BCC the most beauti-

ful church building in the world, 

and if we don’t have love for 

The Church: the People Connected 

Facelifts, Renovations, and Attitudes 
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The Women’s Fellowship and Circles are very active at Bethlehem and can always use new members or returning 

members to our flock.  Our 3 circles are very busy with different projects, and the dedication of each member is 

much appreciated. 

 

Women’s Sunday will be observed on Sunday, February 16, 2014, with the women 

leading the Morning Worship Service.  Our own Jessica Winters will bring our 

message and ladies within the church will have other roles in the service.  We ask 

you put this date on your calendar and support Jessica and the ladies. We normally 

take up a love offering at the close of the service to be given to a charitable organi-

zation. We will decide on which organization will receive our monies at our Quar-

terly Meeting to be held on Tuesday, February 4th at 7 PM in the Joyce Ann Harrell 

Classroom.  We encourage all women of the church regardless if you are an active 

member of a circle or not to attend.  Your support is needed by the Fellowship. 

 

Our greatest mission at Bethlehem is our Food Pantry.  We are serving more fami-

lies than ever and without your support we would not be able to provide enough food for all of the families.  If you 

would like to donate food to the Food Pantry, you may bring your food items to the Food Pantry which is located in 

the old Secretary’s Office (across from where the choir goes into the choir loft on the Graham Hall Side of the 

church) and just place them in a cart and we will be glad to include them in our inventory.  If you would like to give 

a monetary donation, make your check payable to Bethlehem Christian Church and earmark for “Food Pantry.”  We 

appreciate everything that has been done for our Food Pantry.  Our greatest food items needed are breakfast foods 

(wholesome cereal, oatmeal, pancake mix, syrup to mention a few), peanut butter and jelly, macaroni & cheese, 

canned tuna or chicken, spaghetti sauce and noodles. Of course, anything you are able to donate will be used to 

bless others. 

 

The Women’s Fellowship thanks each of you for your support and appreciates all that you do for our church. 

 

May God bless each of you. 

 

Doris Johnson, President 

Women’s Fellowship 

Places you can serve immediately; contact the office for more details! 

 Food Pantry 

 Nursery Workers 

 Meals on Wheels 

 Vacation Bible School 

 Youth and Children’s Ministries 

 Adult Choir 

W o m e n ’ s  F e l l o w s h i p  N e w s  
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Wonders; Donation Builders to help 

promote the event and work to-

wards monetary and supply dona-

tions.  We anticipate increased costs 

with VBS in order to expand it to 

the larger community, so please 

help out as you can.  

Roles available during VBS are Bi-

ble Story Tellers to help tell the 

amazing stories of Jesus and God; 

Bible Drama Characters to help 

bring these amazing stories to 

life;  Recreation Leader to clearly 

explain the recreation activity to the 

children;  Kitchen Helpers to help 

with dinner and snacks each night; 

Mission Helpers will help Morgan 

Tayloe carry out the Mission for 

VBS for the week; Faith Build-

ers are our group leaders who 

will take the kids through the 

Workshop of Wonders and help 

to lead our children towards Je-

sus; Faith Registers to help reg-

ister kids at the beginning of the 

week; Faith Greeters to help 

greet and welcome all our 

guests and give directional 

guidance throughout the week. 

 Roles that we have available 

after VBS are Thank You Card 

writers, De-Decorating Crew 

and Return donated items Crew. 

God’s guidance is an important 

part of the planning process, so 

we ask that you keep the Board 

of Christian Education, the 

Chair Leaders and Volunteers in 

your prayers throughout this 

experience.   

 

In Christ’s Mission, 

Ellie Holland 

or via phone at (912) 674-

4268 by February 15. Con-

gratulations Michael on all 

your hard work!   

Michael Brown has achieved 

the rank of Eagle Scout.  He 

is a member of Bethlehem 

Ruritan Club Troop 30.  Mi-

chael will be formally pre-

sented with his Eagle Scout 

Award with a ceremony at 

Bethlehem Christian Church 

on Saturday, March 1, 2014, 

at 2:00 PM.  The church is 

cordially invited to attend 

this ceremony.  Please RSVP 

to John and Jena Brown via 

e m a i l  a t 

brownjr43343@charter.net 

V a c a t i o n  B i b l e  S c h o o l !  

E a g l e  S c o u t  

A w a r d  
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Our kids will experience the 

wonders of God at our Vacation 

Bible School, Workshop of 

Wonders: Imagine and Build 

with God!  Our Children will 

become “Visioneers” at the 

Workshop of Wonders as they 

explore how the ordinary be-

comes extraordinary with God 

and the experience the love of 

Jesus!  This year’s VBS will be 

held Sunday June 22 through 

Thursday June 26th from 5:00 

pm to 8:30 pm!    We have a 

volunteer sign-up sheet located 

in the hall behind the sanctuary! 

We are encouraging everyone to 

come out and participate in 

some aspect of VBS, we have 

many roles that need to be filled 

before, during and after this ex-

traordinary event!  

Prior to the start of VBS we 

need volunteers:  Decoration 

Helpers will start now to help 

build the vision of Workshop of 



1 —Anna Powell, Wayne Stancell 

2—Kristi Bridges, Cathy Rissell, & Pamela     

      Speight 

4—Kimberly Jarvis 

5—Audrey Patten, Lisa Tarkington 

6—Maggie Peeples 

10—Doris Johnson 

12—Sam Sawyer 

13—Karen Bradley 

16—Robert Dickinson 

19—Jessica Neblett, Ainsley Nester 

21—Audrey Sawyer, & Arlene Smith 

22—Pansy Aston, Seth Faison 

24—Kimberly McCrum 

27—Janet Brinkley, Robert Brinkley, & 

       Debbie Chappell 

5—Robert and Mary Joyner — 3 Years 

7—Lloyd and Judy Gatling — 32 Years 

15—Joe and Joyce Bryant — 56 Years 

       Mike and Robbin Shelton — 38 Years 

F e b r u a r y  B i r t h d a y s  &  A n n i v e r s a r i e s   
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Youth Summer Camp Fundraiser 

Saturday, February 8 

5:00 PM in Graham Hall 

$8 Donation for the Chili & Baked Potato Bar 

After dinner, come watch the BCC Games unfold! Two teams will 

battle in a fast paced game of Bible Jeopardy!, then couples will show 

how well they know their spouse in The Not So Newlywed Game.  

Games will be hosted by the children and youth of BCC.  Come for 

the chili and stay for the laughs.  This is a fundraiser for summer 

camp for our BCC youth and children’s ministries. 

Church Mission Trip 

 

We are in the initial planning stages 

to serve God on a mission trip this 

summer.  The plan at this point is to 

go to Greenville, NC, for a week 

long mission trip. The details, scope, 

and dates of the trip are not decided 

yet, but we ask that you begin to 

pray for this trip—pray that God 

will move, direct, and lead us to 

serve Him where He needs us.  We 

look forward to sharing more infor-

mation in the coming months.  Keep 

Praying! 



Dear Women’s Fellowship, 

I want to thank each of you for the great big bag of useful and 

edible gifts I received from you for Christmas.  As always, I look 

forward to this bag each year.  Like a kid, I always wait and 

open it on Christmas morning.  Each year, you pack my gift 

bag with so many wonderful items.  I’m always amazed and 

grateful when I see all the blessings you have bestowed on 

me. Thank you very much and thank you for making my Christ-

mas a little brighter. 

In Christian Love, 

Rose C. Heffington 

Thank you to the Acolyte Committee and 

Pastor for organizing and coordinating the 

acolytes for each Sunday.  A big thank you 

to all the boys and girls that come each 

Sunday ready and eager to serve as aco-

lytes.  You have been a blessing to our 

church family.  We love seeing our young 

people participate in our worship service. 

 

In Christian Love, 

Rufus Powell (Chairman of Ushers) 

Dear Friend,  

Thank you for your contribution and willingness to help us 

share the gift of Christ with others.  Thank you for your 

friendship and partnership in the mission of making the 

life-changing wisdom of the Bible understandable and 

accessible to all.  Your contribution of $50.00 will help 

spread the love of Christ to all the world. 

In the joy of God’s gift to us, 

Rick DeHaan, President of RBC Ministries 

Dear Church Family,  

We want to share a heartfelt thank 

you for all the kind remembrances you 

gave our family after the passing of 

my brother, Harrison.  The support of 

our church family means so much. 

With Love, 

Bill Daniel 

 

H e a r t f e l t  T h a n k  Y o u  N o t e s !  

brated the New Year with a party and 

a bible lesson on surrendering things 

that get in the way of God. The teenag-

ers began a new bible study entitled 

“Authentic Relationships.”  A lock in 

was scheduled for Jan. 31, but was 

cancelled due to the snow.  On Febru-

ary 2, the students enjoyed the movie 

day and really loved wearing their 

pajamas to church.  After a delicious 

lunch, the kids watched a Veggie Tales 

Movie while the teens continued their 

study  on having authentic relation-

ships.  The youth and children wel-

come your support and attendance at 

all their upcoming functions and 

events.  Continue to keep our students 

in your prayers! 

B C C  C h i l d r e n  a n d  Y o u t h  N e w s  
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The children and youth have been very 

busy in the past few months.  Both 

groups visited Autumn Care Nursing 

Home in December and sang to the 

residents.  The youth group partici-

pated in the living nativity at the 

church on December 18 as well as a 

family ice skating trip on December 

29.  There were 13 students and 14 

adults who went to the Chilled Ponds 

Ice Rink in Chesapeake and enjoyed 

the afternoon of ice skating.  January 

5th was the first meeting of the year 

for both the children and youth 

groups. After lunch, the children cele-

Living Nativity 



Many of you may remember the snowstorm several years 

ago that conflicted with BCC’s hosting of the Iron Sharpens 

Iron Men’s Conference.  In spite of the snow, many men 

came to be challenged to lead manly lives for Jesus Christ.  

The Iron Sharpens Iron conference returns to Richmond, 

and we want to take a bus load of men. The conference con-

venes Saturday, March 22.  Iron Sharpens Iron encourages 

fathers to be better fathers, husbands to be better hus-

bands, men to be better men, and calls each man to a more 

mature faith.  The cost is $52 per adult man (lunch in-

cluded) and $37 for students.  We will meet at the church at 

6:30 AM and return by 7:00 PM.  Please pray about joining 

us for our conference. 

1549 Holland Road 

Suffolk, VA 23434 

Phone: 757-539-4274 

E-mail: suffolkbcc@yahoo.com 

Web site:  www.bccsuffolk.org 

Facebook:  Bethlehem Christian Church -- Suffolk, VA 

Twitter:  @BCCinSuffolkVA 

Bethlehem Christian Church is an independent, non-denominational, congregational Christian church in Suf-

folk, VA. 

 

Our missions:  To glorify God; To be Christ-centered; & To be community focused. 

 

Bethlehem Christian Church is over 150 years old and has been a vital part of the Suffolk community. We be-

lieve in the Word of God and that God is Almighty. We have a rich history and look forward to the bright fu-

ture that God has planned for us.  

B E T H L E H E M  

C H R I S T I A N  C H U R C H  

I r o n  S h a r p e n s  I r o n  

M e n ’ s  C o n f e r e n c e  

We resolve to love...We unite to serve 

W o m e n ’ s  R e t r e a t  

For several years in a row, God has inspired and challenged 

our ladies to continue to live for Him.  BCC is excited to con-

tinue to provide another weekend retreat for women.  The 

retreat will call us to a deeper prayer life, a closer walk with 

Christ, and a more fervent spirit of humility.  Maye Jepson 

will be our speaker, and God will surely touch our lives 

through her testimony.  Please make plans to be a part of 

our retreat.  We’ll gather Friday night, March 14, and Satur-

day, March 15.  More details will follow but don’t hesitate to 

register.  The registration fee is $45 and is due by March 2. 


